Ethical and medicolegal issues in pediatric oncology.
All the concerns of medical ethics in the care of cancer in adults pertain to the management of cancer in children. The differences in the ethical dilemmas stem from the status of the child in society, and the consequent view we have on the degree of meaningful participation that can be given children in their care. Much of that view of the rights of the child has little to do with the fact that the child has cancer. However, the presence of a life-threatening illness makes us more extreme in our ideas and less willing to compromise our view of what is proper for a child. The very elaborate, self-sustaining structure within which children with cancer are treated makes it very difficult to examine the questions as individuals. Nevertheless, we must do so continually to remain ethically sound and morally justified.